










































































Sandwell Recreation Ground
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Learn a new Skill Make a New Friend Feel Healthier Feel Happier Share my Ideas
Comments (verbatim*)
| am very happy Enjoyed the day
Hockey is wicked It was fantastic
I love playing aki 1,2,3 Its awesome & helping me learn & become healthier
More people Good day
I love to play with my friends today in Would like to make a fire
the park. | had loads of fun making Water slide
telescopes & patterns on the paper. | like More activities
cutting & sticking. Treasure hunt
Take us to go on trips More activities
Take us swimming
Making the horse *Counts of frequent comments made are indicated in brackets
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Georges Park
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Comments (verbatim*)

| will go swimming. | will playing football

Close pod at lunch to stop people going in
unsupervised

| would like to make clay more

| like making kites. | like planting

I like making/painting masks. | like planting

| like playing football

I would like to do more painting

When it's dinner time close it and give people
time to eat there dinner

Swings [3 mentions*]

Enjoyed myself

Play in Parks people should shut up the pod for
lunch to allow people to go home for their lunch
Play tennis

Mask making

| have interacted with so many people through
this scheme

Liked it when | put seeds in the pot

Be back tomorrow

I've had a nice time

Get football coaches into play with everyone

| liked the people in the park. How helping and
colouring and lots of other activities.

| enjoyed making the kites

Play in Parks is great fun

| have made a cooker (fire). Made a castle. I've
been playing with my friends.

Play in Parks is sick, wicked, great, fun.

I'm glad Play in Parks is at the park | got it, | really
enjoy it

Play in Parks is good

| like the people

Play in the park and share my ideas and | have
fun too

Play in the park with new friends

Play games on the computer

| like playing with you

Play in the park

Play with my sister

Liked playing dodgeball

Drawing

Play wrestling games

Writing

Play

Run

Favourite - playing with toys

Playing

Like playing with cherries Thank you all for your support
Play football games. Thank you all

Play with my cat

| know

| only come for an hour because of the play scheme
but | really enjoy coming

Best bit - dodgeball. Worst bit - mod rock

It is really good to do these type of things

Football [5 mentions*]

Singing/art

More please

More events like this

Snooker table tennis cricket pitch

If you weren't here (PIP) I'd get bored but you (PIP)
make it fun

I've been having more fun than | usually do

Play in Parks is fun

Play in Parks is great! Please come back

Take big kids to Drayton Manor

Trips

Please can Play in Parks come in the October Holidays
for Halloween

Would like arts and crafts in park all time

Art exhibition. Games. Talent show

Large slide. More swings

Playing football/friends

Hide & Seek

| like to play tig and tag

Do treasure hunts

Bug hunts

| had a nice time. We played hide & seek and Tig & Tag
Play treasure hunts and give the winner a prize and on the
last day do a party like we did last year

Likes making kites

Its been good today

Play in the skateboard park

| like the people

Play in the park and share some ideas
Playhouse climbing net like Wackey Warehouse
Cricket more ball games

Bikes crafts all the time especially painting

More games to play

Reading a book

Wobble board

Swimming

v

Dodgeball
B'ball
v

Play in skateboard park

Basketball

| enjoyed today because of the roundabout games
| liked clay

I'd like more painting

Play on my PS2 console or watch TV

| play on a PSP. | always come to this park

All the staff are very helpful and they are great fun
Play in Parks is great fun

Play in Parks is very helpful

Play in Parks is sick

*Counts of frequent comments made 25
are indicated in brackets



Appendix 5

Parents questionnaire
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Appendix 6

Parent’s questionnaire responses

Child before Play in Parks

Scale 1= poor & 5= very good A Total
1 2 3 4 5 Responses

Having a healthy
lifestyle 0 1 2 11 17 31

Behaving well at home [0 2 5 18 6 31

Showing self -

Being happy 0 0 2 8 21 31

Making good use
of free time 1 0 S 1 14 31
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Child after Play in Parks

Scale 1= poor & 5= very good = Total
1 2 3 4 5 Responses

Having a healthy
lifestyle 1 0 2 11 17 31

Showing self -

confidence 1 0 5 12 13 31

Being happy 1 0 3 3 23 30"

Making good use
of free time 1 0 2 9 19 31

* Question was not completed by 1 respondent.

Parents’ Comments:

* Children are enjoying themselves. We need this kind of scheme most especially
summer holidays and easter break

* It very good | would recommend to have more play in the parks. It keeps the children entertain
» Too much sitting at home is depressing for them. Children are happy to play the parks

* Playing with children thanks to you

* Good entertainment. A good range of interesting activities

* Need to have a break at least half hour

 Just arrived not to sure as yet. Excellent and good fun for kids

* Trying to make friends with other children. It keeps the kids busy which is very good.
Good job. Well done.
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' Appendix 7

Feedback from playworkers

Activity 1 - Thumbs Up Circle

Playworkers were asked a series of questions around PIP and indicated their answers by giving a thumbs up (yes),
a thumbs down (no) or a thumbs straight (not sure/partly/maybe).

Responses recorded:

* Yes to enjoy working on PIPs

* Maybe to changing the parks the scheme is delivered in
* No to the uniforms could have been better

* Maybe to the experience was better than expected

* Maybe to enjoying giving out fliers

* Yes to getting on with the team

* Yes to there being enough people on the team

* Yes/Maybe - activities provided could have been better.

Activity 2 - Timeline

Playworkers listed positives, negatives & golden moments over the duration of the project. Their responses are
given below (verbatim).

Week 1
Positives Negatives Golden Moments
¢ Meeting the ch. that came back ® Pod was in a funny position — e Child refused to go back to
each day made you feel sick London so stayed with Auntie so
e Weather * Fire could come both weeks
e Getting to know the team o Litter ¢ Flubber in parents hair
¢ Blackberry picking ¢ No play equipment in park ¢ John coming to do arts and
¢ Den making ¢ No flat land crafts with kids.
e Fire * Near road - ball in road.
e Cricket
¢ ‘Buzz Lightyear’
¢ Team having hats when leafleting
\ J
Week 2
Positives Negatives Golden Moments
e Music van/party day ¢ Children got naughty on the e Getting playworker with the
¢ Blackberry picking last day bucket & in the face - revenge
e Water fights e Numbers went down was sweet
e Team bonded a lot in team e Graffiti on pod. e Waterslide - STREAKER!!
¢ Kids even though rain ¢ Thank you card from twins
¢ Parent having water/toilet supply e Children from India
¢ Parachute ¢ Having play fight.
e Ch. came early/same ch. came
back each day.
\ J




Week 3

Positives Negatives Golden Moments
e Tree swing/climbing ¢ Fire got out of hand & started by ¢ Rescuing child & falling out
e Sliding on parachute kids around the park of tree
¢ Play equipment — swing ¢ Toilets are a good walk away ¢ Parachute for the first time by
¢ Beautiful park e Ch. didn’t turn up til after lunch a child
e Acky 1,2,3 ¢ Having to tell kids to get off ¢ Playing hockey with kids that
* Tag broken tree personally gave leaflets too.
¢ Bow & arrows e Gazebo - staff injuries &
¢ Apple hockey too windy.
¢ Dressing up
e Gladiators
¢ 2 buzz lightyears
¢ Woods.
J
Week 4
Positives Negatives Golden Moments
¢ Party e Weather ¢ Staff & kids publicising
¢ Police presence e # of children e Staff meal
¢ Ch. vs staff in football match ¢ Dogs ¢ Playing hockey in rain
e Making go karts ¢ L osing 5 yr old at end of day - e Tackling obesity
¢ Gladiator felt we could not leave. ¢ Singing happy B’day &
e Tennis cake fight.
e Kids leading activities (mod rock)
¢ Parachute sliding in dry &
wet weather
¢ Woods
¢ Regular attenders
¢ Collage using natural materials. )

Activity 3 — Agree/Disagree

Playworkers responded to 4 statements (bulleted below) and were asked to agree or disagree.

* It is better to have less equipment out than more
* We should stay out in all weather even it is terrible rain

* We need toilets on the park

* The music added to the kid’s experience

Playworkers agreed and disagreed on each statement with the exception of the last statement where there was a

consensus to the need for music.



Activity 4 - Golden Moments

Playworkers were asked to record their golden moments (and also
reflect what the children participating on the scheme had experienced
in their opinion). A summary (mainly verbatim) of their golden moments
is given below:

* Play fights, happy kids & parents coming back each day, pod graffiti, making dens, go karting
(crashing into tree), blackberry picking, bug hunting, big smiles, | love parks, playing outdoors with everyone/
being outdoors, waterslide, team, danger gazebo overhead, kids & playworkers climbing tree, parachute on hill
in the wind, hugs from kids & playworkers

* Playing apple hockey — children were learning & playing by simple rules in the rain with adults.

Relaxed and happy.

e Children making bows & arrows that worked well.

e Fire — children hadn’t done this before they were surprised when we left them put the wood on the fire.
They toasted bread & marshmallows.

* Tennis was good in both parks we made the net. We ended up with quite a few playing at the same time but
we also had team games with scoring like normal tennis.

» Waterslide — none of the children had experienced this before in both parks. They were very excited.

They were asking us to do it again.

e Fire — excited about being able to put wood on the fire, without getting told off running around looking for stuff to
put on the fire.

* Tennis — this got quite competitive. Proper tennis with an umpire. Quite a few hadn'’t played before but enjoyed it
picked up rules quickly

* Musical instruments, music bus, kite making, dodgeball, skate board, parachute, football, waterslide (preparing
the water slide -excitement at getting clothes wet).

* Splat, pass the parcel, musical chairs, stuck in the mud, parachute games, kite making, ‘Duck Duck Goose’
(played a lot in Georges Park because the children wanted to), ‘Next Goal Wins'/ ‘We are the Champions’
(chants/singing during football game), hide & seek, smiley faces, making tepees, masks, making dens (tepees
with John the artists at Georges Park).

* Waterslide — it was so much fun and make all the children smile

* Playing football and | lobbed a group of lads. It was a shock to all of us but we all found it funny and | think it was
a bonding point.

* Water slide — both parks but especially Burdford RD as kids were running for 120m to slide.

* Dodgeball — Georges Park. Kids/staff all competitive. Lasted for hours. All ages took part —no mercy!

* Playing dodgeball at Georges Park, playing tennis at Kingstanding and talking to kids at both. Dodgeball
massive hit at Georges Park. Every day the kids wanted to play it. And it was the same with tennis at Burford
Road, but it was great because it was so funny to see the kids getting into it and arguing over rules
and decisions.

¢ Talking to the kids at both parks was great.

* Engagement of a child with the football/cricket and the game '60 seconds’ which both the child and
playworker enjoyed

* One child coming out of his comfort zone by jogging around the park with a playworker

* Falling off the tree, playing gladiators, playing hockey in the rain — whole team, hide for ages, thank you card
from twins with their hand prints.

¢ Kids decided to play hockey and everyone joined in

* Playing ackey 1, 2, 3. Children having a great time. Game lasting ages

* Go karting, waterslide, blackberry picking, skipping, playing football with a disabled child, parachute games,
parachute sliding, art bus dancing, tree climbing, collage making using natural resources.
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* Playing acky (for hours and we all had such an awesome time!), apple hockey in the pouring rain, water slide,
football match.

* Got to really know the children and felt like we really formed a relationship — got to chat to them whilst hiding and
find out what they like/don't like.

* Some children had never played it [the game ‘acky 123'] before so they learnt a new skills.

» Saw lots of confidence/independence team work came out in this [the game ‘acky’ 123] game.

* Apple hockey in the rain. Children and staff all got involved and we were all drenched. Really made the game.
Good teamwork — bonded well. Staff led by example & showed that rain wasn’t going to stop their play, use of
natural environment (apples) & equipment (any bats we could find).

* Some boys were bored and were engaged in hockey by playworkers. 1 girl had never played hockey before but
showed talent. The kids said it was sick.

* One child was very aggressive towards a playworker but as part of competitive team sport became
less aggressive.

* Dodgeball, staff & kids football ' ment, party bus (singing/dancing/party games), musical instruments (teaching
a girl to play Row Row Row Your Boat on xylophone, den making, mod rock, fire (marshmallows), sexy bum bag,
den making.

* Waterslide — kids running for miles to go faster.

e Parachute games, mod rock, tennis.

* Fire — the children enjoyed sitting around the fire, gathering wood, enjoyed toasting bread & marshmallows,
the warmth.

* Getting thank you cards off kids at the end of the 1st park — made it feel worthwhile, like we’d done
something special.

* Knowing that they had a memorable, valuable experience, learnt new skills, made new friends, discovered the
park & nature, learning but having fun, wanting to come oack to the park after we’'d gone.

Football (with tennis bats), waterslide, blackberry picking, thank you.
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Activity 5 — Management of the project

Playworkers were asked to reflect or the management of the project
both positive and negative. Responses given (verbatim):

* Pod issues
o Clearer instructions/rules at beg.
0 Mixed messages
o Contradiction

* Questionnaires perhaps better worded. Kids bored of them

* Didn’t need constant nagging about paperwork

* Play types paperwork — mixed messages. Do we do them individually or as a team? Make your mind up.

* Gazebo

* Toilets

* Water source

» Waterproofs & uniforms excellent

* Supportive. Lots of praise & encouragement

* Regular visits

* Management feedback & communication excellent
* They joined in with activities

* Some resources ran out quickly & weren't replaced
* Had just enough of other staff

* Training was very good. Lots of fun activities

* Flyers & info needed to be given to primary & secondary schools in last week of term

* Team set up really good — good mix.

Positives Negatives

e Supplied with leaflets hands out etc fast

¢ |f we needed support it was there

e Amount of contact — coming out to park

e Uniform for all weather

* Parks were a good choice

e Good all teams experienced 2 very different parks i.e.
Georges - play facilities; Burford just an open field

¢ Very organised — CRB - hot on key policies

* Wrist bands

e Music van/party bus!

e John - art man

¢ Daily diary — way to reflect raise issues if you didn’t
feel comfortable.

¢ Play types done daily — just add/not separate

* Need more t-shirts

® Too much contact — 2x week enough

e Gazebo - crap!

e Need more flyers/posters beforehand — doesn’t say
free /not saying which park

* More research around local area where playgroups
are being held

e More info on leaflets — not childcare

* New parks advertised longer in advance
o Newspapers/schools before they break up

e Some equipment not very good — foam cricket bats
break as soon as you pick it up

e List of equipment that we didn’t mind losing

e Actual waterproof — they were showerproof

e Should ask sizes of uniform when offered the job

® Lisa being so separate

e Amount of questionnaires

e Felt like not trusted to do jobs
(opinion of 1 play leader).
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Activity 6 & 7 - Future aspirations for the project/How, How, How?
Playworkers recorded their future aspirations both short and long term.
Playworkers were then asked to explore new ideas for how change
(suggestions for improvement) could be implemented (practically).

Responses given (verbatim):

* Quality rather than quantity with the equipment

* Taking on board our ideas

* More funding for Envirohands
0 Busine ss sponsorship?
o Carbon Trust

* Word of mouth advertising

* Making sure the papers come down — chasing them up!

* Take photos of works for ‘Hall of Fame’

* Write to local papers & business

¢ Invite Community Support Officers

* Looking for free services
o Volunteers for envirohands/henna/helpers/ arts & crafts/sports/face painting
o Advertising at local uni’s / colleges for work experience

* Need more activity ideas for little ones — John could show us some others in training

* Work experience volunteers to look for funds/marketing.

* Funding can be achieved through evidence based profiles, project books/logs rather than separate sheets

* Sponsors from major companies

» Understanding which parks are most in need of us through research — mapping parks

* Ask specialists. Organise contacts — try & get them for free

* Ask them again get them for free

* Get more training in non equipment games

* Split shifts — half team in 10-4, other half 12-6

* More posters in schools & community centres & papers

* Get more funding & organise for half term

* More fancy dress oultfits from charity shops — perhaps get for free!

* Certificates — in-house printer or we make our own

* Paperwork — consult team more & decide what needs changing

* More cameras —cheap disposables = more evidence

* Ask local archery groups to demo for free. Societies & uni's.

* As part of uniform supply flasks

* More links with local sports clubs

* Stereo & batteries for each pod

* 6 day a week — see who willing to work it — is it feasible?

* More funding for different constituencies e.g. Small Heath

* Halfords, local bike shops — can they donate? Free publicity

» Can anyone provide trampolines, bouncy castles for free?

* Making sure we hit & go over targets every time

* Check we are legally able to work later evenings

* Contact local wildlife groups, RSPB etc. Can they come out 2 play with us for free? Free publicity for them —
get new members?

* More specialists in arts & crafts & sports

 Special guests

 Perhaps change hours 12pm-6pm or various hours depending on park

e Specialist in environmental crafts for day in each park

* Knowing more non-equipment games

* Better advertising

* Running at Easter, October, Whitsun half term

* Raffle

» Top quality gazebo or just scrap them

* Better shelter

* Sumo oultfit,

* More fancy dress oultfits

e Portable obstacle course

* Knee pads & helmets
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* Certificates for children & staff!

* Better paperwork

* Cameras

* Archery demonstration

* Flasks

* Better links with local sports clubs

* Music every day and stereo

* 6 day a week scheme

* Small caravan for shelter

* Back to Small Heath

* Mountain bikes

* Make more of National Play Day — trampoline, bouncy castle
e Paintball

* Running at Easter, May, Whitsun, Oct half term

* Special guests

* Music van once a week

* 6 day a week schemes

 Covering most or majority of parks in Birmingham
* Spare uniform — socks, hats, trainers, boots

* Camp beds for shift work

* Night walks at October half term

* Regular links with Wildlife Trusts & local nature/walks groups.

Next year

* More food/party bags for party day!

* More children

¢ Better equipment

* Some of our suggestions being actioned — tennis balls

* More card — less paper

* More advertising e.g. newspapers (to come out & take pics)
* Better gazebos

* More music — music van

* More marshmallows/bread for BBQ & fire rather than pineapple/bananas
* Better waterproofs!

* More balloons

* More parachutes

* More craft activities & ideas for the little ones

* More community involvement

* More staff — somebody extra for Envirohands

* Revamp paperwork

* Smoother operation

* Returning staff

* Supports from park rangers — to clear up mess/glass etc.

2 years ahead

* Higher targets

* Expanding, not being stagnant forward thinking

* Hall of Fame

* Portable disco

* Councillors getting involved coming out for the day
* More community links & support.

6 years ahead

* More parks all over Birmingham

* Raised profile

* More recognition & respect!

* Higher targets

* Award winning.

e Flyers & info needed to be given to primary & secondary schools in last week of term
* Team set up really good — good mix.
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Activity 8 — Personal journeys

Playworkers were asked to consider the project in terms of what went
really well, their points of learning and what they would like to find out
more about.

An example of a personal journey is provided below.

The responses were individual with no common themes/patterns other than learning some new
games/play activities.

Activity 9 — A day in the life of a PIP’s worker

Playworkers were asked to write individual accounts of a day in the life
of their role in terms of initial feelings, personal achievements, activities
conducted, the children etc. an example of an account is provided below:
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Activity 10 - What went well, what went ok and what did not go well?
Playworkers were asked to demonstrate what they felt went well, what

went ok and what did not go so well.

Responses given (verbatim):

Staff Team

Very well

* All different qualities

* Variety of activities

* Football in rain

* Involved in fire

* All staff willing to take part in anything

* Everyone good for breaks

* Everyone willing to promote project/leaflet

* Motivated staff

* Gelled well

* Working individually using own initiative.
Seeing what had to be done & doing it

* Advertising division of labour

* All engaged with kids

 Piggy back wars

* Water fights

* Diff skills

* Caring friendship

* Good times

* Sports

* Breaks

* Community

e Tidying up

* Playworkers supporting envirohands

* Food contribution

* Cake fight

* Using initiative/support

* Communication

* Cooperation

* Banter

 Motivation

¢ Individualism

* Meals/nights out — Tenerife 2010

* Praise/encouragement

 Accidents (funny)

* Organisation.

38

Not so well

* 1 person left with bands & left by pod on own.
Too much for 1 person

* Leafleting on own

* Putting up gazebo

* Questionnaires

e Marshmallows & crap food (junk).

OK

Working in rain
* Attitude in ‘rain’ sometimes
* Arts & crafts
* Timekeeping
* Rotation — involved in all round play.



Activities
Very well

* Tennis

* Dodgeball

* Tepee

* Splat

* Parachute/sliding parachute/ Free play parachute
* Zip, Zap, Bong

» Karaoke

 Party games

» Cooking

» Skateboard pk

* Kites

* Dens/den & shelter building
* Fire

* Water Slide

* Bug hunts

* Mod rock

* Cricket

* Bean bag fight

* Chalk - - hairspray

* Mask making

* Duck, Duck, Goose

* Flubber

* Toilet/water facilities

* Music van Water game
* Bow & arrows

* Blackberry picking

* Hockey/apple hockey

* Cricket

* Jogging

* Football

* Acki 123

* Piggy in the Middle

* Gladiators

* Hide & Seek

* Blowing grass

* Go Karts

¢ Tree climbing

* Tree swing

* Collage

* Making musical instruments
* Skipping

» Making targets & throwing apples in paint at them
* Digging

* Non equipment games.

Not so well

* Foam bats

* Not enough tennis balls
* Not enough cricket sets
* Pod climbing

* Ran out of seeds/bulbs
* Not enough masks/mod rock
* No pencil sharpeners

* Bending animals

* Wind socks

* Gazebo

* Leaf decorating

* Xylophone

* Marbling inks

e Dream catchers

* Running out of clay

¢ Playdough

e Foam bats rubbish.

OK

* Arts & crafts in rain
* Planting

* Painting

e Tag

* Basketball

* Play dough/clay

* Tree

* Tag on apparatus
e Arts & crafts

* Bracelet making

* Balloons

* Collage

* Fires

* Nature trails/ramble
* Apparatus.
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Other
Very well

e Training days & evaluation
* Very good pay

e Hierarchy

* Communication

* Looking around community/park
* Team

* Buzz & groovy hats

* PCSO

* Dedicated children

* Team meetings

e Clean as you go in pod

e Funny kids

e First aid.

Not so well

e Litter

* Ran out of paint

* Low numbers due to weather
* Dogs — were not allowed

* Fires

e Graffiti on pod

* Attempted break-in.

OK

e Placement of pods

* Orientation of party bus
* Park facilities

* Toilets.
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A.O.B.

Very well

* Buzz Lightyear

e Uniform

* Team

* Mix of personalities & abilities (diversity)
¢ No. of chairs

¢ Plastic Rolls.

Not so well

* Gazebo

* Equipment (some) — foam bats

* Enough tables

* Paint — doesn’t come out of clothes easily
* Dog mess.

OK

* Questionnaires

e Parents

* Paperwork — too much/tedious
(needed to be double-sided/condensed)

* Location — consider people travelling & distance to
parks / time (travelling)

* Name of park — Georges/St Georges

* Directions clearer — postcode to park.






pcC

Birmingham PlayCare Network

503b The Big Peg,

120 Vyse Street,

Jewellery Quarter,

Birmingham B18 6NF

WWW.DpC .Ol’g.uk Tel: 0121 236 2917
Caring About Play

Fax: 0121 212 9704
Email: bpen@bpcn.org.uk



